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Harkness Participation Assessment Rubric /100 

Category Could’ve Done Better (5 - 7.5) Basically Fine (8 - 8.5) Above and Beyond (9 - 10) 
Student 

Self-
Assesses 

Teacher 

Preparation 

 

I sometimes neglect to do the requisite 

reading / homework, or do it in a half-
hearted manner; I don’t always have my 
supplies or they are disorganized 

I almost always complete the required 

reading/homework and bring necessary 
supplies, but don’t always make notations 
or thoroughly analyze sources 

I consistently complete the required 

reading/homework (or more), analyze it 
thoroughly & arrive with notations, 
questions, and all necessary class supplies 

  

Integrity I generally try to avoid any signs of 

weakness and when I make a mistake like 
not doing my homework, I try to hide it 

I generally behave honestly, but abstain 

from admitting mistakes or confusion 
unless confronted 

I consistently admit my mistakes and 

confusion, readily seeking help from the 
teacher or other students as appropriate 

  

Frequency I usually either dominate the discussion 

(Harkness Warrior) or largely refrain from 
participating, even when prompted 

I am inconsistent from day to day. I 

alternate between participating well & 
being a Harkness Warrior or silent 

I participate at an appropriate frequency, 

allowing and encouraging others to 
speak between my turns 

  

Focus Squirrel! – cute girl @ 9 o’clock – what’s 
for lunch? – what are we talking about? – 
is it nap time? – Have I told y’all the story... 

I usually make eye contact w/the group & 
focus on the discussion; my mind briefly 
wanders, but I seldom exit during class 

I am fully focused on the discussion and 
refrain from exiting the room during class; 
I emote support of the person speaking 

  

Citations I rarely provide specific or relevant 

citations from the text or source to 
support my contributions 

I sometimes provide specific, relevant 

citations from the text or source to 
support my contributions 

I consistently provide specific, relevant 

citations from the text or source to 
support my contributions 

  

Poise I don’t pay much attention to my body 

language, tone of voice or word choice 
while participating, I sometimes interrupt 

I sometimes employ body language & 

tone to minimize repetition, maximize the 
clarity of my message & support others 

I speak with conviction, avoiding fillers & 

repetition; my body language expresses 
sincere respect, deference & engagement 

  

Listening I don’t always listen to or acknowledge 

the specific contributions of others when 
adding my perspectives to the discussion; 
my body language reflects my inattention 

I sometimes truly listen to and connect 

with the specific contributions of others, 
referencing their ideas by naming the 
contributor & supportive body language 

I listen to and value the contributions of 

others as evidenced by my specific 
reference to their ideas, eye contact while 
they are speaking, and body language 

  

Mediation I usually wait for others to take the 
initiative to move the discussion along; I 

am mostly just an individual contributor, 
and sometimes interrupt other speakers 

I sometimes recognize that the discussion 
has stalled and take the initiative to move 

it forward by asking clarifying questions, 
and encouraging balanced participation 

I monitor the discussion flow, allowing 
appropriate pauses, and gently help to 

move the discussion forward while 
encouraging balanced participation 

  

Analysis My contributions tend to involve reading 
aloud, mediation or slight variations of the 
ideas presented by others 

I periodically contribute meaningful new 
ideas and analyses to the discussion, but 
sometimes dominate or have little to say 

I consistently contribute meaningful new 
ideas and analyses to the discussion with 
an appropriate frequency 

  

Synthesis I seldom explicitly connect what we’re 

learning to other sources, life, historical 
events or discussions 

I sometimes make connections between 

what we’re discussing & other sources, 
life, historical events or discussions 

I frequently & appropriately connect what 

we’re discussing to other sources, life 
experience and the past 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dp9Hb8LAgqs

