
Name:		______________________________																														 
 

	Harkness	Discussion	Rubric 
 

Discussion	Topic:		________________________________________ 
 
 

 Meets with Excellence   
4 

Meets  
 3 

Partially Meets  
2 

Failing to Meet 
1-0              

Speaking Offers insightful and 
original ideas.  
 
Makes specific text 
references in addition 
to making comments in 
the other categories 
(inferences, building 
comments, questions, 
predictions, clarifying 
comments, 
connections) 
 
Speaks frequently but 
does not dominate 
discussion. 
 

Offers relevant 
ideas.  
 
 
Makes comments in 
several categories 
(inferences, building 
comments, 
questions, 
predictions, clarifying 
comments, 
connections) 
 
 

Offers some valid 
ideas. Some ideas 
are not relevant. 
 
Makes comments 
in few categories, 
(inferences, 
building comments, 
questions, 
predictions, 
clarifying 
comments, 
connections) 
 

Does not offer any 
ideas.  Does not 
speak. 
 
 
Makes disruptive 
comments. 
 

Listening/ 
Conduct 

Demonstrates respect 
for the learning 
process, adheres to 
discussion rules, and 
brings others into the 
conversation. 
 
Moves conversation 
forward; spearheads 
new ideas. 
 
 
Actively pays attention 
by demonstrating 
active listening 
(nodding, eye contact, 
building comments)  

Demonstrates 
composure and 
follows discussion 
rules. 
 
Attempts to move the 
conversation forward 
by building on the 
ideas of others or 
offering new ideas. 
 
Speaks often but 
sometimes 
dominates 
discussion. 
 
Consistently pays 
attention. 

Generally shows 
composure and 
follows some 
discussion rules. 
 
 
Generally pays 
attention and 
makes few side 
comments. 
 
 

Shows no 
composure and 
does not contribute 
to the progress. 
 
 
Appears uninvolved 
during discussion.  
Does not 
demosntrate active 
listening skills.  
 
Makes several side 
comments (not 
directed to the 
table). 

 
Preparation Thoroughly familiar with 

the text; concrete 
evidence of insightful 
reflection and preparation 
prior to discussion. 

Familiar with text; 
evidence of insightful 
reflection and 
preparation prior to 
discussion. 

Partially familiar with 
the text; appears to 
have some confusion 
or incorrect 
information regarding 
the plot. 

Is not familiar with the 
text.  Does not 
understand the text or 
did not read. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Name:   _______________________________ 
 

Harkness Discussion Reflection 
 

Today’s Topic:  __________________________ 
 
1.  What did you contribute to the discussion today?  Was there anything you wanted to share that 
you didn’t get the opportunity to say? 
 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
2.  Write down something a peer shared during the discussion that you found interesting or 
insightful. 
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
3.  Based on the rubric, what would you like to improve upon? Explain.  
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
4.  Overall, are you Meeting with Excellence, Meeting, Partially Meeting, or Failing to Meet during 
our discussions? Explain your thinking. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


